Attorney Docket No. 30505.11.84 
PACKAGE FOR ACTIVATABLE POINT OF SALE CARDS 


Field of the Invention 

The invention relates generally to packaging and display technology related to activatable 
point of sale cards. 

Rack ground nf the Invention 

Within the last thirty years there has been a revolution in use of plastic, or plastic-like 
credit cards, debit cards and gift cards. In more recent years further developments have led to 
the use of such phone and credit card technologies in the field of products that are activated at 
the point of sale. These products are distributed to retailers in bulk and are activated by the 
retailers or another party upon purchase by the end user. 

Before the advent of point of sale activation, such debit and gift cards were typically kept 
under lock and key because in their activated form they were valuable and easy to steal. With 
point of sale activation, the cards are now displayed freely since they are essentially valueless 
until activated. This has led suppliers of the cards to desire attractive packages that are easy to 
display, inexpensive to ship in bulk, and capable of indicating unauthorized activation. 

Snmmarv of the Invention 

This invention is directed toward a package assembly for holding and activating a 
plurality of point-of-sale debit or credit cards or other items requiring remote notification of sale. 
A first aspect of this invention includes a display sheet with a data field affixed to the display 
sheet. A covering cooperates with the display sheet to form an enclosed space. There is a 
plurality of cards retained in the enclosed space. Each of the cards is associated with a unique 
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account in a database. The data field on the package may be used to activate all of the accounts 

associated with the cards in the package. 

In one embodiment the display sheet is plastic. The covering may be affixed to the 

display sheet by radio-frequency welding. In another embodiment, the cards have card data 

printed on them and the display sheet has an aperture through it for viewing the card data on at 

least one of the cards. This embodiment may have one or more score lines in the display sheet 

near the area of the aperture to allow for removal of the cards. 

hi another embodiment each of the plurality of cards has a personal identification number 

printed on it which allows the user to access the account associated with the card. The personal 

identification number may be obscured by a removable covering. 

Many customers want to buy several of point-of-purchase-activated cards at once. This is 
convenient for people who want to distribute pre-paid cards to family or fiiends, those who want 
to buy a large value of cards in one transaction but only carry a portion of that value with them at 
one time, and resellers such as convenience stores who want to buy several cards, activate them, 
and resell individual activated cards. The various embodiments of this invention provide for 
convenient purchase and point-of sale activation for multiple cards in one transaction with 
excellent security, convenience, and package attractiveness. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 2 is an perspective view of the reverse side of the embodiment of the invention 

shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention. 
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Figure 4 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 6 is a plan view of an embodiment of a card of the invention 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a multiple card package 
according to an embodiment of the mvention. The package includes a display sheet 10 with a 
covering 30 affixed to the display sheet. The display sheet 10 and the covering 30 cooperate to 
form an enclosed space 35 between the covering and the display sheet. A pluraUty of cards 40 
are retained within the enclosed space. The display sheet 10 and the covering 30 may be made 
of any suitable materials. In one embodiment of the invention the display sheet 10 is made of 
plastic and the covering 30 is made of a thinner clear plastic. In this embodiment the covering 
30 may be attached to the display sheet 10 using radio frequency welding. The covering 30 may, 
however, be attached to display sheet 10 using an adhesive, staples, or other fastener known in 
the art. 

The sheet of material from which display sheet 10 may be manufactured may be a single 
plastic or plastic-like component or a laminated composite of several components. The display 
sheet 10 may also be made of paper stock, paper with protective laminate, or any material 
capable of receiving printed matter for advertising and other purposes as is well known in the art. 
The printing may be done using any technique known in the art. One embodiment of the display 
sheet 20 may be manufactured from a sheet of styrene, polyvinyl chloride, or other material. 
This embodiment provides for simple manufacttire of the invention and creates a more durable 
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display sheet. Durability is an important attribute since the packages may be shipped in bulk and 
subjected to abuse and damaging environments. 

Data may be printed on the display sheet with ultraviolet («UV») curable ink. UV 
curable inks may be appUed directly to durable plastics such as styrene and polyvinyl chloride, 
among others, thus eliminating the need for protective layers of lamination or lamination used to 
strengthen inferior substrates. UV curable inks may be so applied because they cure quickly 
upon exposure to ultraviolet light. Conventional inks contain solvents that contain the 
pigmentation constituents. Conventional inks cure more slowly because the solvent containing 
the pigmentation must either evaporate into the atmosphere or be absorbed by the substrate 
material to which the ink is applied in order for the ink to cure. 

One or both sides of the display sheet 20 may be coated with a UV curable coating that 
protects the printed surface. The UV curable coating may include acrylates, photoinitiators, and 
other polymers and monomers. This coating can add an attractive shiny or satin appearance to 
the product and provide some resistance to scratches or abrasions. It is also not susceptible to 
delaminating. 

hi one embodunent of the invention, generic and package specific data may be printed on 
one or both sides of the display sheet 10 with an inkjet system. The package specific data may 
include a machine-readable code, such as a bar code, magnetic strip, machine-readable optical 
characters, or human-readable data corresponding to the bar code, or any other machine- or 
hmnan-readable printed matter. One or both sides of the display sheet 10 may be coated with a 
ultraviolet curable coating or other coating or laminate to protect the surface and the printing on 
that surface from abrasion. The display sheet may have a hole 110 through it for hanging the 
package on a point of sale display rack. 
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Figure 2 shows a view of the reverse side of the embodiment shown in Figure 1. A data 
field 20 is located on the display sheet 10. The data field 20 is shown on an extended portion of 
the display sheet 10, but the data field 20 could be located anywhere on the display sheet 10. 
The embodiment as shown is usefiil where the data field 20 is a magnetic strip which is read by a 
standard magnetic strip reading machine. The display sheet 10 may then be fabricated in a 
desired size for attracting the attention of consumers while the extended portion can conveniently 
be read by the machine. The extended portion as shown has similar dimensions to a common 
credit card, but there is no reason that this need be so. The display sheet 10 may be any size or 
shape, with or without such an extension. The data field 20 is a machine-readable collection of 
data. Examples include, but are not limited to, bar codes, magnetic strips, programmable chips, 
or machine readable optical characters. 

During the package production process a plurality of cards 40 are placed in the package. 
Each of the cards in the plurality of cards 40 is associated with a unique account in a database. 
The data field 20 on the display sheet may be used to activate aU of the accounts associated with 
each of the cards in the package. 

In one embodiment of the invention the plurality of cards 40 have card data 50 printed on 
them. In this embodiment the display sheet may have an aperture 60 through it for viewing card 
data 50 on at least one of the plurality of cards 40. This embodiment may further have at least 
one score line 70 near the aperture to allow for removal of the pluraUty of cards 40 fi-om the 
enclosed space. The score line 70 is a notch or incision which may or may not pass through the 
display sheet. Examples of score lines include perforations common in many paper and plastic 
products. The display sheet 10 may also have display sheet data 100 printed on it which 
corresponds to the data on the data strip 20. 
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In addition, the display sheet 10 as shown in Figure 3 may be formed as a foldable sheet 
and the covering 30 may be secured therebetween when the sheet is folded. The covering 30 
may have extended flanges to facilitate retention between the layers of folded sheet. The sheet 
may be fabricated with a score Une or impression to make it easier to fold the sheet neatly. The 
sheet may be secured in the folded position by welding, adhesive, staples, or other fastener 
known in the art. 

Alternatively as shown in Figure 4, the display sheet 10 may be formed of two congruent 
sheets fastened together through welding, adhesive, staples, or other fastener known in the art. 
The covering 30 may be secured between the congruent sheets to form the enclosed space 35 as 
in the folded sheet embodiment of Figure 3. 

Another embodiment of the invention is shown in Figure 5. In this embodiment of the 
invention each of the plurality of cards 40 have card data 50 and a personal identification number 
80 (Figure 6) printed on them. The display sheet 10 has as aperture 60 through it for viewing 
card data 50. The aperture 60 is large enough that the display sheet 10 does not conceal the 
personal identification number 80. The personal identification number 80 may be concealed by a 
removable covering 90 (Figure 6) or other concealing material, but the display sheet 10 does not 
conceal the personal identification number 80. 

Turning now to Figure 6, one of the plurality of cards 40 is displayed. The card 120 may 
have a personal identification number 80 printed on it. The personal identification number 80 
may be obscured by a removable covering 90. The removable covering 90 may be in the form of 
a hot foil stamp or a sticker affixed with glue, for example. If the removable covering 90 is 
disturbed to view the personal identification number 80, it is irreparably damaged so that the 
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party responsible for activating the cards knows that the security of the personal identification 
number 80 has been compromised. 

Unique card data 50 may also be printed on each card. The card data 50 may include a 
machine-readable bar code or any other machine- or human-readable printing. The card data 50 
and/or the personal identification number 80 of each card in the package may be correlated to 
unique accounts in a database operated by an underlying supplier of goods and services. During 
production, the cards 120 may be associated with and placed in a package formed by a display 
sheet 10 and a covering 30. The card data is also associated in the database with the data firom 
the data field 20 on the display sheet 10 with which the pluraUty of cards 40 are associated. 

During the production of the packages, each display sheet is assigned a unique identifier 
which is represented in the data field 20 and the display sheet data 100. Each card 120 is 
associated with a unique identifier which is represented in the card data 50. The card data 50 for 
each card is uniquely associated with a metered account in a database. Each card is also given a 
personal identification number 80 which is correlated with the same account as the card data 50. 
The unique identifier of the display sheet which is represented in the data field 20 and the display 
sheet data 100 is associated in the database with the accounts associated with the pluraUty of 
cards 40 enclosed between the covering 30 and the display sheet 10. Once the plurality of cards 
40 are enclosed between the display sheet 10 and the covering 30. the card data 50 on the card 
closest to the display sheet is read through the aperture 60 to ensure that the proper cards 40 are 
in the package. 

When the end user purchases the package, the package seller electronically reads the 
unique code from the data field 20 on the display sheet or manually enters the unique package 
code into a computer. The seller then transmits the code to the database of the underlying 
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supplier. The underlying supplier of the goods and services then activates each account which is 
associated with each card 120 in the activated package to allow the end user to redeem the stored 
value of the cards for goods and services. As the end user redeems the value associated with 
each card, the underlying suppUer debits each account in its database until its value is exhausted. 

While exemplary embodiments of this invention have been illustrated and described, it 
should be understood that various changes, adaptations, and modifications may be made therein 
without departing fi-om the spirit of the invention and the scope of the appended claims. 
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